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February 2020
Around this time last year, I

was reassuring myself - perhaps
rather naively, it turned out - that
despite all the noise and general
aggro about Brexit,
we would at least be
finally leaving the Eu-
ropean Union on the
29th March 2019.

But this time
last year was actually
only the prelude to
virtually a whole year
of division in the
country, and dead-
lock in Parliament, that is probably
unprecedented in all of our experi-
ence.

But this month has been
bizarrely different.  Perhaps the na-
tion is just exhausted.  Or maybe it
is because nobody knows precisely
what is going to change, or how, or
when.  Whichever, we just seem to
have been proceeding calmly and
serenely as the actual, real, final

departure date came closer and
closer.

I know that some of you felt
- and some of you felt
very strongly - one way
or the other about the
whole matter.  For some,
our new international
standing is something to
be celebrated, an oppor-
tunity finally grasped.
For others, it will be an
opportunity wasted.

Various individu-
al issues loomed large in our minds
as we turned the question over and
over - and probably featured largely
in voting at the snap General Elec-
tion in December.  Immigration …
national sovereignty, instead of dic-
tat from Brussels … fishing quotas
… grants from the EU that support-
ed the regeneration of Heartlands,
locally … any number of issues that
made, for some of us, a highly com-
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plex question that was not so easy
to decide, one way or the other.

But that is now all behind
us.  The Irish Prime Minister as-
sures us there will always be space
for us at the European table, should
subsequent electorates find that the
grass outside Europe is not as
green as we had hoped, predicted
or asserted.  But most likely, I sus-
pect, most of us will not be voting on
this again.

So we have to now move
on, with, I was going to write, this
new hand that has been dealt us.
But I think I must revise my words.
A deck of cards is only
dealt out and played be-
cause shuffling makes it
random.  But even if there
are many things about
this life that make it seem
pretty random, at times,
that is not the Christian
take on things.

Remember Paul’s bold
claim relating to political history and
geography:

And he made from one man
every nation of mankind to live on

all the face of the earth,
having determined allotted
periods and the boundaries
of their dwelling place, …

(Acts 17:26)

And Paul sees a divine pur-
pose behind both the vagaries of
the dice of chance or the schemes
of humanity.  Our God’s rule over

the kingdom of men is our only
realistic hope, long-term, for this
world.  He determines things …

… that they should seek God,
and perhaps feel their way
toward him and find him.

(Acts 17:27)

Certainly, God has been
good and gracious to this land in the
past.  And yet to reclaim our sover-
eignty, even if that is a good thing,
will not be our salvation.

Even if we see our depar-
ture from the European Union as
some kind of liberation, it is not our

salvation.  If we have
greater control again of
our borders, our econo-
my and our legislature,
do you trust any political
party to exert those pow-
ers with total wisdom and
justice?  I can’t give any
of our current parties that
kind of a vote of confi-

dence.  I can’t imagine there ever
being a political party or grouping or
alliance that would properly “rule
the world with truth and grace”.

So the country has indeed
voted.  And the mandate of that
narrow majority has finally been
acceded to.  We are again to be
ruled from Westminster instead of
Brussels.  But both are, in Christian
terms, Babylon.  And we are citi-
zens, ultimately, of neither city.

Whether you think the local
hills are the source of comfort or of
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threat (the psalm is ambiguous),
our eyes belong elsewhere.

I lift up my eyes to the hills.
From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LORD,
who made heaven and earth.

(Psalm 121:1-2)

We are citizens again of a
more sovereign nation, …

But our citizenship is in heaven,
and from it we await a Saviour,

the Lord Jesus Christ,
(Philippians 3:20)

 Brussels
was never our Sav-
iour.  (I think I hear
some Amens!)  But
neither will West-
minster be our Sav-
iour.  I suspect that
there will be ways
in which independ-

ence from Europe will be beneficial
for us, but there will be other things
that we will miss.  That’s how it goes
in this world.  Give and take, swings
and roundabouts.  We are certainly
not guaranteed, in our renewed in-
dependence, so much as a week of
plain sailing.

 But, as Chris Tarrant used
to say, back in the earlier days of
Millionnaire, “we don’t want to give
you that!”  No, indeed, we have
something far better, and certain:

Therefore let us be grateful for re-
ceiving a kingdom that cannot be

shaken, and thus let
us offer to God

acceptable worship,
with reverence and
awe, for our God

is a consuming fire.
(Hebrews 12:28-29)

Peter Ham

February / March evangelistic events

Sunday 9th February, 10.00: guest service
Can’t take my eyes off of you

Sunday 22nd March: Mothers’ Day guest service
It could be you!

You can contact Peter Ham, TRBC’s pastor,
by phone on (01209) 212442 or (07818) 078135.

You can also e-mail peter.ham@live.co.uk,

Church website: www.tuckingmillbaptist.org.uk
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Other meetings:

3rd February 10.00 Men’s reading group / Ladies’ Bible study

6th February 7.30 Prayer meeting

8th February 10.00 Prayer meeting

11th February 5.45 Treasure Seekers

13th February 10.45 Prayer meeting

19th February 2.30 Elders’ meeting

20th February 7.30 Prayer meeting

25th February 5.45 Treasure Seekers

27th February 10.45 Prayer meeting

29th February 7.30 Rendezvous at Carnhell Green (Stewart Burns)

Stewards Recording Teas Flowers Crèche Cleaning

2 Feb Phil P Jayden Mike /
Sue Jenny Marsha Sue /

Heather

9 Feb Phil W John Arwen /
Jennifer Sue Sue John /

Jeanette

16 Feb Greg Ethan Marsha /
Jenny June Jenny Greg /

Marsha

23 Feb John Jayden June /
Phil Kay Marsha Janice /

Jennifer

1 Mar Jenny John Heather /
John Jeanette Sue Sue /

Heather

8 Mar Sue Ethan Arwen /
Jennifer Marsha Jenny John /

Jeanette

15 Mar Heather Jayden Mike /
Sue Lilian Marsha Greg /

Marsha

22 Mar Phil P John June /
Phil Jenny Sue Janice /

Jennifer

(Cleaning is for the week following the stated Sunday
- and please note that there may be more recent changes on the notice board.)

Sunday meetings: 10.00 a.m. 6.30 p.m. (cafe church)

9th February
Guest service:

Can’t take my eyes off of you! Exodus 12

16th February Esther 3 Following on from a.m.

23rd February Esther 4 Living Christianity spin-off 1

1st March Esther 5 Following on from a.m.


