
Matthew 26:47-75
Walks of shame

We need to be careful of how we handle and
respond  to  shame.   There's  plenty  of  false shame
around, and it can be a powerful tool for manipulation and control.
But there is also such a thing as true shame – what I should rightly
feel when I commit a sin.  Yet it is often denied or suppressed – and
eventually  people  can become hardened to it  (Jeremiah 6:15 and
8:12).   It's  really  important  to  distinguish the two,  and to  respond
rightly (2 Corinthians 7:10) – for Judas' shame led to suicide, while
Peter's to repentance, forgiveness and life.

 Judas (47-56)
Judas' betrayal – and with a kiss! - is clearly despicable, but

what do you make of Peter's futile attempt to save the day?
How does “All who take the sword …” (52) apply today?
Angels on the alert (53)?  Literally true?  And for today?

 Caiaphas (and his cronies) (57-68)
According  to  (later)  Jewish  procedures,  someone  has

counted fourteen illegalities or irregularities in this “trial”.
“There was no deceit in his mouth” (Isaiah 53:9) – but silence

was a powerful weapon here for Jesus.  Do we use it well?
Jesus'  life, generally,  was above reproach (60) – so, if  he

was  so  shamefully  misrepresented,  how  important  are  our  own
reputations?  Do we need to defend ourselves so strongly?

Caiaphas  acting  truly  as  High  Priest,  even  as  a  manifest
unbeliever (John 11:50-52, Leviticus 16:21-22) … how does that sit?

 Peter (69-75)
Why did Peter fail so comprehensively here?
Is that why he needed the comprehensive reinstatement of

John 21 – even if that was also a painful process?
Do we think (some of) our own sins might be beyond real, full

forgiveness?  What do you make of “needing to forgive yourself”?

What value do you put on shame?  See 2 Corinthians 7:10.
How  would  you  respond  to  someone  experiencing  false

shame?  Or to someone experiencing true shame?
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