
Romans 12:15
Rejoicing and weeping

In Romans 12, Paul sums up all of his previous
material  as  “the  mercies  of  God”  (1),  and  starts  to
instruct us how to live in the light of these mercies.  Our thinking and
our living are to be transformed (2).  Our individualism must give way
to the new fact  of  our  being “one body in  Christ,  and individually
members one of  another”  (5)  – which has numerous implications,
examples of which he rattles out in the following verses.

 Choose to rejoice
Just individually, does it just sometimes feel like hard work

summoning up the energy to  rejoice with any enthusiasm?  Should
you aim to do something about this – and if so, what?

But this verse is set in a collective context, not just rejoicing,
but rejoicing with.  So is the same true about the church context?

And how can you rejoice with someone who has something
that you don't, but envy – or are just not personally excited by?

 Permit distress
Are  we  too  wary  of  –  not  just  unsettled,  but  actually

embarrassed, by – expressions of distress?  Is this a fault with our
culture that we must push back against?

But how can we guard against encouraging people who are
legitimately distressed to wallow in self-absorption?

Do our church services need to include times appropriate for
expressions of sadness, as well as for rejoicing, or is this supposed
to operate only at the more individual level?

 Value both
Where do you think our emotions fit into God's plan for us as

human  beings?  …  as  fallen human  beings?  …  as  fallen  human
beings  being remade (though not yet fully) in the image of Christ?

So what is emotionally good (or at least OK) for us now?

 Cross the divide
Most difficult of all is for a person at one end of this spectrum

to be able to truly get alongside someone at the other.  What do you
make of the Bible's descriptions of Jesus in Isaiah 53:3, John 11:35,
and Hebrews 1:8-9, 12:2?


