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May 2022
 Well, this might be the end
of an era - for me, at least.  I’ve
taken the odd month off from
putting together a church maga-
zine - Christmas or summer holi-
days - but I don’t think I’ve missed
more than one month at a time
while I’ve been here.

 In fact, it goes a bit further
back, too.  I remember pulling to-
gether something along the lines
of these articles to send down to
the church in the last few months
of 2004 before Jenny and I moved
here in 2005.

 And I had previously intro-
duced a monthly bulletin like that
in our previous church in Harlow,
too.  It seemed to me then, and it
still does to me today, to be worth-
while as an opportunity for anyone
regularly associated with the
church to find out what was going
on.

 By that, I
don’t mean simply a
month-by-mmonth
Notices Sheet, either.
Instead, an article
about the length of
this editorial is
chunky enough to tackle some
quite substantial issues.  They
could just be comment on stuff
that is going on in the world at
large, or in Christian circles gener-
ally.  Or - probably most important-
ly, in this context - it’s a chance for
the leadership of the church to put
something down in writing about a
matter they think it’s important
everyone is fully briefed on.

 Admittedly, some people
probably don’t read it in much
detail.  Maybe they need to hear it
rather than read it.  Yes, it’s best if
we try to communicate by a variety
of media.  But it’s one less chance
for people, later on, to answer But
nobody told me!  Actually, yes,
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they did - but perhaps you weren’t
listening (or reading) as well as
you could have … or should have.

 But this article, and this
magazine, will be the last one for
several months … and possibly
the last one of all.  I don’t know
precisely what will be best when
Jenny and I return from our sab-
batical break in three months time.

 I certainly hope that by
then, the church will have heard
several of the men who have indi-
cated an interest in becoming the
next pastor of the church.  I really
hope, too, that they won’t just have
been heard, but met, spoken to,
conversed with, spent some time
with.  Although the gifts a potential
pastor must have must definitely
include some ability in “the pulpit”
(not that we have a literal one of
those any more), it’s also really
vital that they relate to people well,
too.

 Gone are the days, I hope,
when a pastor could simply
emerge from his study in order to
stand in the pulpit, lead the meet-
ing, preach for the agreed length
of time, and then retire again.  It
might seem something like that in
some larger churches, but it’s cer-
tainly not the case here.  Although
I have to admit that I spend a lot of
time on my laptop doing all man-
ner of things, I also have to regu-
larly interact with all of you in some
more personal and less distant
manner.

 So what
should you be
looking and lis-
tening out for,
when you have
these men visit-
ing over the
next few weeks?

 Perhaps first of all, look out
for their view of Scripture.  Do they
really speak as if this is “the Word
of God” - and therefore not just
true but awesome, something that
demands we hear and take note
off and want to obey?

 But do they also sound as
if they themselves have some kind
of passion for that Word of God?
Is it something that plainly means
much to them … or is just a tool of
the trade, the official stuff they’re
supposed to be competent in un-
derstanding and explaining? … as
if they could sing all the notes just
right, but never show an interest in
dancing to the tune?

 Do they speak in a way
that invites your attention, inspires
your interest, and warms your
heart?  Or - a brave sermon it
would be, for a first visit! - or do
they dare to be forthright about the
challenging message of a Bible
passage?

 There will need to be time
later in the process for some seri-
ous questions, testing out whether
the applicant’s view of where the
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church should be going is anything
like what the average member of
the congregation might think.
Those questions are not often so
clearly doctrinal, but they can still
make a huge difference in a
church’s “tone” or outlook.

What kind of music should
we be singing together, just for
example?  Are the modern songs
accompanied by guitar and drums
thought somehow “worldly” and
unspiritual?

What Bible version would
they prefer that we use, and why?
And how strongly will that be in-
sisted upon?

What’s the dress code go-
ing to be?  Do we assemble in
“reverent” silence, or is it good to
hear a busy chatter of people ex-
cited to be together at church?

 (I also remember being
asked, at that stage of the pro-
ceedings, Will you be going on the
church cleaning rota?)

You could have two people
who would preach almost identical
sermons on a given passage, but
they could have totally different
outlooks on points like this.

But the finer attention to
detail is for later on in the process,
I think, when someone is invited
back to more definitely (as the
rather strange phrase is) “preach
with a view”.

For these next few weeks,
enjoy a bit of variety from the pul-
pit, for a change.  Delight in the
fact that God has called different
men, with very different characters
and styles, to “preach the Word in
season and out of season”.  And I
would be a fool to think that my
particular style would have been
the best for everyone present.

But I’ve al-
ways tried to be
true to the Word.
I’ve not always
got it right, but I
know that my time
in the pulpit is not
given so that I can
feel good about
my gifts.  It’s
about us all hear-
ing the Word of
God together.

And as, over these next
few weeks, you hear that Word
coming to you with different styles
and probably different accents, too
… first of all, hear that Word for the
benefit of your own soul.  Only
afterwards - though still important-
ly - ask yourselves, as regards
these guest speakers: how would
I feel about this person being the
new pastor of the church?  And
take a moment to be a bit analyti-
cal on that point.  If I would, or
wouldn’t … why so?

Peter Ham
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Other meetings:

5th May  7.30 Bible study / prayer meeting (Phil Willetts)

9th May  10.00 Men’s Bible study

12th May  7.30 Prayer meeting (John Carter)

19th May  7.30 Bible study / prayer meeting (Phil Willetts)

26th May  7.30 Mission prayer meeting (Phil Pengelly)

28th May  7.30 Rendezvous @ Scorrier (Chris Sinkinson)

2nd June  7.30 Bible study / prayer meeting (Greg Taylor)

Stewards Teas Flowers Creche Cleaning
1

May Heather Heather
John B N/A N/A Heather /

Kay
8

May Kay Arwen /
Jennifer

Greg /
Marsha

15
May Greg June /

Phil J/J/J Carter

22
May Heather Marsha /

Alys
Heather /

Kay
29

May Kay Heather
John B

Greg /
Marsha

5
Jun Greg Arwen /

Jennifer J/J/J Carter

12
Jun Heather June /

Phil
Heather /

Kay
19

Jun Kay Marsha /
Alys

Greg /
Marsha

(Cleaning is for the week following the stated Sunday)

Sunday meetings: 10.00 a.m. 6.30 p.m. (cafe church)

8th May Bob McFarland Video

15th May Phil Willetts Video

22nd May Ryk Botes Video

29th May Tim Bodman Video

5th June William Colledge Video
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Just in case this turns out to be the last magazine I do here, here’s
a few articles about what I really consider some of the most amazing
stuff of all.  Let these three short articles from Max Lucado warm and
encourage your soul.  After all, we do call ourselves a Grace Baptist
Church!

The God Who Stoops... And Stands
"Then Jesus stood up again and said to the woman, 'Where are

your accusers? Didn't even one of them condemn you?' -- 'No, Lord,' she
said. And Jesus said, 'Neither do I. Go and sin no more.'" (John 8:10-11
NLT)

Condemnation - the preferred com-
modity of Satan. He will repeat the adul-
terous woman scenario as often as you
permit him to do so, marching you
through the city streets and dragging
your name through the mud. He pushes
you into the center of the crowd and
megaphones your sin:

This person was caught in the act of immorality ... stupidity ...
dishonesty ... irresponsibility.

But he will not have the last word. Jesus has acted on your behalf.
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He stooped. Low enough to sleep in a manger, work in a carpentry
shop, sleep in a fishing boat. Low enough to rub shoulders with crooks
and lepers. Low enough to be spat upon, slapped, nailed, and speared.
Low. Low enough to be buried.

And then he stood. Up from the slab of death. Upright in Joseph's
tomb and right in Satan's face. Tall. High. He stood up for the woman and
silenced her accusers, and he does the same for you.

He "is in the presence of God at this very moment sticking up for us"
(Romans 8:34 MSG). Let this sink in for a moment. In the presence of
God, in defiance of Satan, Jesus Christ rises to your defence. He takes
on the role of a priest. "Since we have a great priest over God's house,
let us come near to God with a sincere heart and a sure faith, because
we have been made free from a guilty conscience" (Hebrews 10:21–22
NCV).

A clean conscience. A clean record. A clean heart. Free from accu-
sation. Free from condemnation. Not just for our past mistakes but also
for our future ones.

"Since he will live forever, he will always be there to remind God that
he has paid for [our] sins with his blood" (Hebrews 7:25 TLB). Christ
offers unending intercession on your behalf.

Jesus trumps the devil's guilt with words of GRACE.

Our Required Work
Suppose you gave me a gift. Let's say

you presented me with a new tie. I take it out
of the box and examine it. I say thank you
and then reach for my wallet. "Now how
much do I owe you?" I ask.

You think I am kidding. "It's a gift," you
say. "You don't need to pay me."

"Oh, I understand," I respond, but then show I don't by asking,
"Could I write you a check?"
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You're stunned. "I don't want you to pay me. I want you to accept the
gift."

"Oh, I see," I respond. "Perhaps I could do some work around your
house in exchange for the tie?"

"You just don't get it, do you?" you state firmly. "I want to give this to
you. It is a present. You can't buy a present."

"Oh, forgive me," I hasten. "Perhaps if I promised to purchase you
a tie in return."

By this time you're insulted. In trying to buy your gift I have degraded
your grace. I have robbed you of the joy of giving.

How often we rob God.

Have you ever considered what an insult it is to God when we try to
pay him for his goodness? God loves a cheerful giver because he is a
cheerful giver. If we, who are evil, enjoy giving gifts, how much more
does he? If we, who are human, are offended when people want to turn
our gift into a bribe, how much more is God?

Spend some moments slowly reading the response of Jesus to their
question, "What are the things God wants us to do?" (John 6:28).

Jesus replied: "The work God wants you to do is this ..."

Can't you see the people lean closer, their minds racing? "What is
the work he wants us to do? Pray more? Give more? Study? Travel?
Memorize the Torah? What is the work he wants?" Sly is this scheme of
Satan. Rather than lead us away from grace, he causes us to question
grace or to earn it ... and in the end we never even know it.

What is it, then, that God wants us to do? What is the work he
seeks? Just believe. Believe the One he sent. "The work God wants you
to do is this: Believe the One he sent."
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Only Believe
Someone is reading this and shaking his or her head and asking,

"Are you saying it is possible to go to heaven with no good works?" The
answer is no. Good works are a requirement. Someone else is reading
and asking, "Are you saying it is possible to go to heaven without good
character?" My answer again is no. Good character is also required. In
order to enter heaven one must have good works and good character.

But, alas, there is the problem. You have neither.

Oh, you've done some nice things in your life. But you do not have
enough good works to go to heaven regardless of your sacrifice. No
matter how noble your gifts, they are not enough to get you into heaven.

Nor do you have enough character to go to heaven. Please don't be
offended. (Then, again, be offended, if necessary.) You're probably a
very decent person. But decency isn't enough. Those who see God are
not the decent; they are the holy. "Anyone whose life is not holy will never
see the Lord" (Hebrews 12:14 NCV).

You may be decent. You may pay taxes and kiss your kids and sleep
with a clean conscience. But apart from Christ you aren't holy. So how
can you go to heaven?

Only believe.

Accept the work already done, the work of Jesus on the cross. Only
believe. Accept the goodness of Jesus Christ. Abandon your own works
and accept his. Abandon your own decency and accept his. Stand
before God in his name, not yours. "Anyone who believes and is bap-
tized will be saved, but anyone who does not believe will be punished"
(Mark 16:16 NCV).

It's that simple? It's that simple. It's that
easy? There was nothing easy at all about it.
The cross was heavy, the blood was real,
and the price was extravagant. It would have
bankrupted you or me, so he paid it for us.
Call it simple. Call it a gift. But don't call it easy.

Call it what it is. Call it grace.


