
Daniel 12
A fearsome finale

The intricacies of chapter 11 behind us, this last
chapter is not exactly plain sailing … or still  not even
just plain.  We are told a little more about the time leading up to “the
end of the days” (13), but in very general terms, and it sounds pretty
fearsome – and very much akin to the book of Revelation.

The “at that time” (1) refers back to the vision of chapter 11,
which contains highly detailed information of several hundred years
of forthcoming history (11:2-35), followed (11:36-45) by predictions
that correspond far less easily with historical records.  It is likely that,
as with some other prophecies, more and less distant predictions sit
next to each other, and seem almost to merge with each other.  The
last section of chapter 11 probably lines up better with events that are
still yet to unfold, in the final run up to “the end of the days”.

 The conclusion of the vision (1-4)
For  Michael  –  the  (arch)angel  –  see  10:13,21,  Jude  9,

Revelation 12:7, and perhaps 1 Thessalonians 4:16.  Do we need to
know  much  detail  of  angelic  “spiritual  warfare”?   What  have  we
gleaned from this book (particularly chapter 10)?

“A time of trouble” (1) of a kind previously unknown.  But with
this horror, what encouragement do we hear?

“The book”? – 7:10, and Exodus 32:32-33, Revelation 20:12.
“Seal  the  book”  (4)  –  not  to  hide  its  contents,  but  in

demonstration that the work is complete, and authorised by the seal.

 Questions arising (5-13)
The  “man  clothed  in  linen”  (6,  and  10:5)  reappears,

accompanied by two others?  Their identities?
The answer  to  Daniel's  question  (7)  makes him none the

wiser (8).  Rephrasing the question (8) doesn't seem to help either.
What do you make of

… raising both hands (7)?
… “times, two times, and half a time” (also 7:25)? (7)
… “the shattering of the power of the holy people” (7)
… the 1290 and 1335 days? (11,12)
… Daniel being told to “go your way”? (9,13)
… Daniel's “allotted place”? (13?)


