
Matthew 26:1-16
Preparations

Matthew now notes that Jesus has finished “all
these sayings” (1), so we are now clearly being moved
onto the final scenes in this Gospel.  Jesus is clearly fully prepared
for what lies ahead, but it seems that in this section,  as Passover
approaches,  Matthew  shows  us  four  different  responses  to
Jesus’ coming death. 

 Jesus (1-2)
Passover is now just two days away.  Jesus has known, and

has been teaching his disciples, that these events must happen in
Jerusalem (Luke 9:51).  Even before the cross, he could make the
claim  that  he  has  already  accomplished  his  work  on  earth  (John
17:4).  Wasn't that jumping the gun a bit?

 The Jewish leaders (3-5)
The  Jewish  establishment  (notice  the  absence  of  the

Pharisees and scribes here – this is now more politics than religion!)
decides that Jesus must be done away with – and that it all needs to
happen covertly.  The decision is taken – though the means have not
yet been found.  And the timings - “not during the feast” - will need to
be changed, to fit in with prophecy.  “Man proposes, God disposes”!

 Mary (6-13)
That this is Mary, sister of Martha and Lazarus, we need to

check out John 12 – and that could certainly account for the level of
gratitude that led Mary to make this immensely extravagant gesture.

Is it fair to say that more or less any extravagant show of love
to Christ – financial, emotional, personal, you name it – risks being
misunderstood and even abused?

It  might  have  been that  Judas (John  12:4)  instigated  this
complaint, and the other disciples then just follow on.  What would
make  us  more  likely  to  stop  and  think  before  just  joining  in  and
grumping?  Are we as quick to commend?

What makes Mary's actions “a beautiful thing” (10)?
What should be our response to the poverty around us (11)?

 Judas (14-16)
His fault, or Satan's (Luke 22:3)?
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