
Ephesians 6:1-4
"Nurture and admonition"

The title, picking up on the  Authorised Version
translation,  sounds a  little  less  authoritarian  than  the
ESV's, which has discipline in the place of nurture.  But it is probably
fair  to  point  out  that  both  childhood  and,  thinking  more  broadly,
discipleship,  are  serious  matters.   Teenage used  to  be  a  time of
taking on responsibilities, rather than postponing them.  Discipleship,
a word with responsibility built into its meaning, is not meant to be
just an extra option for the super-keen.

And so anyone who is a “father”, whether in the literal sense
or not, needs to take on board what this passage says.

 Submission (back into chapter 5)
A big topic, and not one that is hugely popular in our anti-

authoritarian age.  In what ways are people nowadays rejecting God-
given norms of behaviour and relationship?

You sometimes hear, “But I like to think ...”.  Isn't this the very
opposite of godly teachability? – as well as a bit of a sham, stating an
established point of viewing instead of listening,  instead, actually, of
thinking!  How can we cultivate the grace of humility in this context?

 Nurture / discipline
The word appears half a dozen times in the Hebrews 12:5ff

passage, and as “training”  in 2 Timothy 3:16.   It  looks like this is
what  we'd  call  formative discipline,  that  turns  a  raw recruit  into  a
reliable soldier, or the new kid at school into a ready learner.

 Admonition / instruction
Every time this word is used in the NT, it certainly could or

clearly  does  have  the  nuance  of  warning  (Colossians  1:28;  1
Corinthians 10:11, Titus 3:10, 1 Thessalonians 5:14).  The root word
suggests the mechanism involved: placing (a thought) in the mind.

Do  we  have  the  kind  of  faith  that  trusts  that  God's  word,
planted in the mind, is that powerful (Acts 20:32)?

So we don't need to nag or harangue people, do we?  It's not
just humility that is cultivated, but gentleness, too, and peaceability.

What is more likely to lead (under God) to long-term change:
an appeal to the mind, or manipulation of the emotions?


