
Matthew 22:34-46
The great commandment, and the great

misunderstanding

In  this  final  interaction  that  Matthew  records
between Jesus and his accusers, Jesus negotiates one further tricky
question – and once again gives us a stupendous answer – and then
confounds them with one more of  his own.  The questions sound
theoretical and theological, but they are actually immensely practical
when we work through them.

 Looking elsewhere

Check out the parallel passage in Mark 12:28-34, where the
subsequent  words  of  this   “scribe”  /  “lawyer”  are  recorded  very
positively.  How close did he get …  and how did he have to come?

 Why love?

Why is love so fundamental in both of these answers?
And how are we to understand it, in practical terms?  Are we

talking deeds (alone), or attitudes, or what?
How can love be commanded?  See Luke 7:36-49

 Why commandments?

So why isn't  “just love” a sufficient guide?  How does this
balance against John 14:15, for example?

 Why this isn't three commandments

“You need to love yourself” and “you need to learn to forgive
yourself” are commonly heard nowadays.  What degree of truth do
they contain – but in what ways do they also seriously mislead us?

 The great misunderstanding

Jesus' theological argument is not particularly easy to follow,
but  the bottom line is that  his hearers greatly  underestimated just
who this  “Son of  David”  in front  of  them was.   Do we sometimes
make a similar mistake?
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