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November 2021
They say that one of the won-

derful things about being a grandpar-
ent is that after having great fun with
the grandchildren … possibly even
getting them just a little bit wound up …
you can give them back.

I think there might be a bit
more to it than that.  At some particular
moments, you don’t even have to pick
them up in the first place!

We had daily Whatsapp up-
dates - and therefore at a safe dis-
tance! - over half-term about progress
… usually progress … being made
with potty-training.  Incentivised, we
presume, by the prospect of one little
boy moving on up to “big boy’s pants”.
We have heard this trick before: time to
move on from the cot, into a “big boy’s
bed”.

But Jenny conceded recently,
on the family Whatsapp group, that
Grandad himself had recently move on
up to “big boy’s glasses”.  Indeed,
about time, I thought, to bite the bullet
and have my first pair of proper pre-

scription glasses, and even varifocal
lenses.

Some things are comfortingly
the same; a few things are rather sur-
prisingly (literally revealingly) different.

Distance vision, no problem -
but that wasn’t what I was needing
glasses for anyway.  Close-up, not a
huge change; I could just have
stepped up a gear on the magnifying
power of cheapo reading glasses.  But
it was in the nearish regions that I had
a bit of a surprise.

Suddenly, looking across the
dinner table, I found that instead of
knowing the wording on the side of the
bottle of some sauce or other, I could
read it at that distance again.  If I didn’t
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know what it was, I wouldn’t have had
to pick it up and examine the label from
closer up.

And that of course implies that
my sight had deteriorated just a bit
further than I had thought.  Not quite a
blind spot, but rather more indistinct
vision than I previously realised.

It struck me, then, that in other
areas of life, it’s not just a question of
either clear sight or blind spot.  There
are some things we
just think we see more
clearly than we actual-
ly do.  And, in some
ways, might not they
be all the more dan-
gerous for being unde-
tected or
unsuspected?

I wonder whether one of our
biggest areas of fuzzy vision is in what
you might describe as attribution of
motives.  Let me explain to you what
I’m not calling that a blind spot, just a
fuzzy spot.

Think about Jesus’ “Golden
Rule”, from his “Sermon on the Mount”:

“[W]hatever you wish that others
would do to you, do also to them, ...”

(Matthew 7:12)

That relies upon our having
some idea on what is going on in an-
other person’s head.  We can often
have a rough idea how they might
react if we did this to them … because
we know how we ourselves would like
(or dislike) it, too.

But the problem arises when
we say - as I am convinced we all do
rather too often - I know what they’re

thinking!  Particularly if we think we
have caught them thinking something
bad, we attribute motives with far more
certainty than we really should.  Be-
cause it is an area in which our vision
is far more fuzzy than we typically real-
ise.

Consider another scenario
from home life.  Jenny is looking at me
with a rather strange look.  I start to
worry if I have neglected to dress prop-

erly.  But I give myself
a quick check, and it’s
not that.  Ah, I know!
She is unhappy be-
cause I have once
again left the top off
the toothpaste and
squeezed it in the mid-
dle.  And I start to feel
annoyed with her (pre-
sumed) annoyance,

because I know just what she’s think-
ing!  Actually, she is not thinking about
me at all; that curious look on her face
is because she has a piece of orange
pith stuck between her teeth, and she’s
trying to work it loose.

When we stop and consider
this, isn’t it very likely significant that “I
know what they’re thinking!” is usually
a critical thought.  How often do we
react to someone’s thinking nice or
positive or complimentary thoughts?
Isn’t it just about always that we ac-
cuse someone of some mental misde-
meanour when we do this?  (And isn’t
that what we should call being “judge-
mental”, too?)

The fact of the matter is that
my eyesight is not as clear as I would
have liked to think.  And our insight into
the thought lives of others isn’t, either.
We overrate our mental perceptions.
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But how can we push back on
this - as we know we really should?

First, let’s challenge ourselves
when we attribute some suspect, devi-
ous or mean motive to someone else.
Let’s use the Golden Rule on our-
selves, shall we?

So what would I think if I came
to realise that they were thinking about
me with the same degree of generosity
I am extending to them, right now?  My
suspicion is that we would consider
ourselves unfairly treated - so, says
Jesus, don’t.

Second, do
you think we could dare
to challenge our igno-
rance by engaging in
conversation?  It would
take a bold commit-
ment to vulnerable hon-
esty, wouldn’t it?  Far
safer, we feel, to re-
main in our castles of
judgemental ignorance,
than to risk admitting
our own insecurity, or
lack of trust.  How
would that other person feel, after all, if
they were to learn just how we think
about them? … the things that we are
implicitly accusing them of?

Finally, will we just trust God
with our ignorance?

I’m not saying that there will
never be times when people around us
act towards us or others from dark and
inappropriate motives.  I’m not saying
that we should be naïve here.  Even
Christians can act hatefully at times.

But they be acting not out of
hatred, but perhaps only from fear, or

something else less hateful?  Or may-
be, surely, at times, from a complex
mixture of motives that they couldn’t
even start to disentangle.

And if we’re not prepared to
speak and ask if there is something
troubling them, then we must refuse to
label them with that unproven I-know-
what-they’re-thinking.  Commit your
ignorance of those motives - your
fuzzy perceptions of another person’s
heart - to the grace of God.  Show
them grace, just in case they need it …
because we know that we ourselves
definitely stand in need of it.

And when it
comes to wondering
why so-and-so has
done this or said that at
church - and why they
are or aren’t back there
in person yet, with or
without masks  … can
we please commit to
not saying to ourselves
or anyone else that I
know what they’re
thinking (or just feeling)!

The truth of it is that we don’t,
not very often, not very clearly.  But the
God who knows their hearts has ac-
cepted them in Christ, just as he has (if
this is true) accepted you.  And if we
dared to ask God to treat us as we
(mentally) treat others …

… isn’t it so much better to
revel in the fact that “he does not deal
with us according to our sins” (Psalm
103:10), therefore neither should we
towards others … even if we could see
inside their heads!

Peter Ham
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Other meetings:

11th November 10.45 Prayer meeting for the Persecuted Church

13th November 10.00 Prayer meeting

18th November 7.00 Church members’ meeting (AGM)

24th November 2.00 Elders’ meeting

25th November 7.30 Mission prayer meeting

27th November 7.30 Rendezvous (Andy McIntosh @ RBC)

2nd December 7.30 Prayer meeting

9th December 7.30 Prayer meeting

11th December 10.00 Decorating the Chapel

Stewards Teas Flowers Creche Cleaning
7

Nov Greg Marsha /
Jenny Marsha J/J/J Carter

14
Nov Heather June /

Phil Lilian Peter /
Jenny

21
Nov Kay Heather /

John B Jenny Heather /
Kay

28
Nov Jenny Arwen /

Jennifer Kay Greg /
Marsha

5
Dec Greg Marsha /

Jenny Heather J/J/J Carter

12
Dec Heather June /

Phil Lilian Peter /
Jenny

19
Dec Kay Heather /

John B - Heather /
Kay

26
Dec Jenny Arwen /

Jennifer - Greg /
Marsha

(Cleaning is for the week following the stated Sunday)

Sunday meetings: 10.00 a.m. 6.30 p.m. (cafe church)

14th November
Remembrance Guest service -

Matthew 22:34-46 Following on from a.m.

21st November Phil Willetts: Philip, part 3 Video

28th November Matthew 23:1-12 Following on from a.m.

5th December Family carols: Genesis 49:8-12 Video

12th December Family carols: Isaiah 60 Video
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A contribution this month from Phil Willetts

(Really pleased to have this, as this magazine was never really
intended to be simply an expression of exclusively my own thoughts

and articles that I found interesting. Peter)

Notes on Christian Fellowship

Now that we have come out of
lockdown, and most of us have had
the second Coronavirus jab and some
who now have the booster we can
have fellowship with each other, the
best time to do this is after the
morning service where we can have a
cup of tea or coffee and have a chat
getting to know how we are all getting
on and how we can prayer for each other.

Christian fellowship is vital: remember Hebrews 10 : 24 - 25.

And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good
works. Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting one another and so much the more as
you see the Day approaching.
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his book “Life Together” said,

“It is easily forgotten that the fellowship of Christian brethren is
a gift of grace, a gift of the Kingdom of God that any day may be taken
from us, that the time that still separates us from utter loneliness may
be brief indeed.

“Therefore let him and her who until now has had the privilege
of living a common Christian life with other Christians praise God’s
Grace from the bottom of their heart. Let them thank God on their
knees and declare: it is grace, nothing but grace, that we are allowed
to live in community with Christian brethren”.

The following is a discussion published by Ligonier Ministries
between Stephen Nichols and Nathan Bingham, on the American
Christian’s going or not going back to church after Coronavirus. I found
it helpful.

Phillip Willetts

Stephen Nichols:

So I think this is probably ricocheting all through culture right
now because of the lockdown, and it’s very easy for bad habits to
settle in and take root.

And I think we’re going to see this in these next months, and
some pastors report on this that people just aren’t coming back to
church.

This is an extreme weakness for the American church
especially. We’ve always had a weak ecclesiology, especially
American evangelicalism. But to lose sight of the importance of the
means of grace, the preaching of the word, and the offering of the
sacraments, or as our Baptist
friends like to say “the
ordinances”, and just praying
together and singing together,
what we call genuine
fellowship you know, the
importance of that.
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We don’t often talk about Dietrich Bonhoeffer, but Dietrich
Bonhoeffer wrote this wonderful little book called Life Together, and
it’s a short little classic text written from his experience in an
underground seminary that was ultimately shut down by the Gestapo.
But I challenge anyone to read that book and then say, “You know –
Church, I can take it or leave it”.

I think if we come to grips with it, if we come to grips with Paul,
we would understand that church is not a luxury; it’s a necessity for us.

Nathan Bingham:

From my vantage point, I think one of the, maybe it’s too strong
to call it a blessing, but one of the things that the lockdown and forcing
people to live stream church services, one of the things it did was
reveal there are some people that produced a greater desire to come
back. “We just want to come back and be part of the fellowship of
God’s people and sit under the Word of God”.

And there’s another segment of people that kind of discovered,
“You know what? The church makes no difference in my life”. And
perhaps, they don’t actually even know the Lord but it separated two
distinct groups within evangelicalism. And I think if that mushy middle
disappears, that’s actually a good thing.

Stephen Nichols:

Yes, winnowing is
sometimes a good thing and
we see that happen. You
know, and we see that
happen, the church is
served best when it’s
genuine, and this is what we
love about the Puritans, right? There’s no nominalism. They are
derided. The whole word “Puritan” is a term of derision. But they took
seriously, not that they were all super-athletes and super-righteous
individuals, but they took seriously their calling as Christians to be a
member of the Church and, visible sainthood, they would talk about.
So, there are things for us to  thinking about here.
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You can contact Peter Ham, TRBC’s pastor,
by phone on (01209) 212442 or (07818) 078135.

You can also e-mail peter.ham@live.co.uk

Church website: tuckingmillbaptist.org.uk

John Stott on the Resurrection
from Authentic Christianity

It is hard for us to grasp, let alone to feel, how completely the
verdict seemed to have gone against Jesus when he died, and how in
consequence the apostles' past hopes had been extinguished.

Jesus had been condemned in a Jewish court for blasphemy by
duly authorised legal procedures.  He was then sentenced and executed for
sedition by the Romans.  Worse, he had been 'hanged on a tree' and
therefore (according to Deuteronomy 21:22-23) had died under the curse
of God.  After that, he was taken down from the cross and buried, which was
the final touch in disposing of him.

The public rejection of Jesus could not have been more thorough.
At every dimension he was finished - judicial, political, spiritual and physical.
Religion, law, God, man and death had all conspired to wipe him off the face
of the earth.  It was all over now.  The verdict was as decisive as it could
possibly have been.  No power on earth could ever rescue or reinstate him.

But the apostles had left out of account the resurrection power of
God.  Small wonder that their earliest proclamation could be summarised in
the words, 'You killed him, but God raised him'.  And in raising him, God
reversed the verdict which had been passed on him ... In other words, by
raising Jesus, God was making a declaration about him, and in particular
was turning all human opinions about him upside down.

Condemned for blasphemy, he was
now designated Son of God by the resurrec-
tion.  Executed for sedition, for claiming to be
a king, God made him 'both Lord and Christ'.
Hanged on a tree under the curse of God, he
was vindicated as the Saviour of sinners, the
curse he bore being due to us and not to him.


