
Exodus 14
Trust and tremble

At the end of the previous chapter, the Hebrews
finally leave – are expelled, almost – from Egypt.  But
their exit now stalls.  God calls for them to take an apparently aimless
route, ending up in a dead end.  But it is a feint.  Pharaoh concludes
that they are lost, and easy pickings for re-capture, but the Hebrews
are finally fully freed from Egyptian captivity as God intervenes
to defeat Pharaoh’s army. 

 Trust even when you're confused
Shouldn't we expect not to see a totally clear pathway ahead

in our lives?  Isn't that precisely what walking by faith should imply?
Can you give examples of times when you have decided to

trust in  God despite confusion in your life?  How did it turn out?

 Think through your grumbling
Who are you tempted to grumble about – personally, locally

or nationally?  Can you stop to work out just why?  In what way do
you feel threatened or affronted?  Are you valuing things wrongly?

 Understand God's hand in history
How comfortable are you with the Bible's statement of God's

intervention in Pharaoh's actions (remember the  three aspects we
are shown: 4:21, 7:13, 8:15)?

If  this  is  God's right,  why should  we not  fear  this?  Does
anything limit what God can do in this way?

Do these words give you comfort, over 3000 years later?

 Believe what you see God has done
The Hebrews  had  dramatic  evidence  before  their  eyes  of

God's  deliverance.   How  does  that  compare  with  the  faith  of  a
believer in Jesus Christ?  Is our deliverance better?

 The dramatic centre-piece of the story
See the three-way tension as Moses stands on the edge of

the sea (the  Reed Sea,  not  our modern-day Red Sea): Go back?
Stand firm?  Go forward?

A reprimand for Moses, praying, instead of stepping out?
How does the miracle work?  How dry was the “dry land”?


