
Proverbs 10:28
Hopes and dreams

Once upon a time, there were the school

summer holidays

Six whole weeks of getting into the swing of staying up late, and

Sleeping in in the mornings

I still remember the week following August Bank Holiday, and thinking that I should
really get back into school mode bedtimes … and never quite managing it  in time. So I
wonder how the youngsters are feeling  this strange year … with some of them having not
been on the school premises for nearer six months. Perhaps something like this book that I
remember from way back?

Down With Skool

This was very much public-school humour, and very dated nowadays, but the book
was compiled by a couple of school history teachers, and a lot of what they included was
various bloopers that kids had made over the years. They also gave a very simplified version
of the history of the world – along the lines that, presumably, those kids had asked over their
decades in school: this or that event, was it a

Good Thing or Bad Thing?

Note the capitals! Of course, life isn't really like that, much of the time. People didn't
agree, for example, whether the main item on the British political menu last year, that word
that I mention only with profound qualms …

Brexit

 Was a Good Thing (capitals) or Bad Thing (capitals). I know that some of you would
gladly give an immediate answer on that question … but also that not everyone would give
the same answer.

But people do like that simplistic approach to things. Is this or that a Good Thing or
Bad Thing? Take the word

commitment

for example. That's a Good Thing, surely? That's an assumption underlying so much
of the modern debate about lifestyle. A committed relationship, we are told, must be better
than an uncommitted one … because (assumption!) commitment is a Good Thing. That has
been  part  of  the  argument  used  to  introduce  civil  partnerships  and  same-sex  so-called
marriage over the last few years. Commitment has to be seen as a step in the right direction
… surely?

But I beg to differ here. I don't see commitment as a Good Thing or a Bad Thing, just
by itself. It depends on what you're committing yourself to. How about an example?

You come home late one night to find that your

house has been burgled



Of course you call the Police, even if it is just so that you can get an official report
number to make a claim on your house insurance. But how would you feel if, a couple of
days later, you get a

phone call

from your local Nick, along the lines of … We've investigated the burglary, and we
are sure  that  you will  be  delighted  to  know that  it  was  performed by  someone  who is
committed to the art of burglary. Not that we can give you their personal details, but they
have a record as long as not just YOUR arm, but as long as the long arm of the Law.

See, in that connection, commitment makes things  worse,  not better.  Putting it  in
maths terms, I'd say that commitment

Multiplies, not adds

It makes good better, and bad worse. Commitment by itself isn't a Good Thing. It
depends on what you're committed to. And, finally, arriving at today's verse in Proverbs …
let's start with a question that I have primed you to answer.

Is “hope” a Good Thing?

I suspect that if I had just started off with that question five minutes ago, you would
have bounced back right away that of course it is. But you know the angle I'm coming from
now, don't you? Might it depend on what your hope focuses on? Because in Proverbs 10:28,
we have two hopes.  And those two hopes fare very differently.

The hope of the righteous brings joy, but the expectation of the wicked will
perish.

(Proverbs 10:28)

Yes, I know that there are two different words used there in the ESV, but, as far as I
can see,  the meanings are pretty much identical.   The two different  synonyms,  I  would
guess, are simply used to avoid a more prosaic, less poetic, repetition of the same word.  I
really can’t see there is any significant difference between the two, and I could put up on
screen literally dozens of times when “expectation” is simply translated as “hope”.

So what is the difference between the two halves of the verse?  Not in the subject of
simply hoping.  Hope itself is not a Good Thing.  It depends what your hopes are pinned
upon.   Because,  remember,  throughout  Proverbs,  and  throughout  the  whole  section  of
“Wisdom Literature” in the middle of the OT, there are 

Two ways to live

We see it exemplified so well in the first psalm of all, which concludes with …

 … for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will
perish.

(Psalms 1:6)

Two ways.  The same word for “way” in each half of the verse.  A way is not a Good
Thing, by itself: it depends on where it leads you.  But just focus a moment on the second
half of that verse, and the second half of our verse in Proverbs.



… for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will
perish.

(Psalms 1:6)
The hope of the righteous brings joy, but the expectation of the  wicked will

perish.
(Proverbs 10:28)

See that?  Those two words are identical in Hebrew.  What makes the difference,
then, if everyone has hopes, but not everyone’s hopes will pan out?  It depends on what
those hopes point you towards.  Are they reliable?  Are they, basically, just plain true?  Or
are they just so much wishful thinking?

I think that maybe one of the best-known of Jesus’ parables - in church circles, at
least - is an example of wishful thinking.  We read it together earlier.  You’ve heard it from
the  front  before,  if  you’ve  been  at  Tuckingmill  for  a  while  now,  but  it  certainly  bears
repeating.

And  he  told  them  a  parable,  saying,  “The  land  of  a  rich  man  produced
plentifully, …”

(Luke 12:16)

Doesn’t sound like the UK this recently, with a substantially below-par

Wheat harvest

But such things do happen.  Sometimes the sun shines and the rain falls at precisely
the right times.  And when they do, you’d probably say …

Nice problem!

“... and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my
crops?’”

(Luke 12:17)

And the man has an idea.  He has formulated the problem, and, when considering it,
it must now appear obvious:

“And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones,
and there I will store all my grain and my goods.’”

(Luke 12:18)

Makes a lot of sense, really, doesn’t it?  With this bumper harvest, you have to invest
it somehow.  It would be foolish, it would be irresponsible, it would be immoral, surely, to just
let it rot in the fields because there was nowhere to store it?

And not that there is anything wrong with someone enjoying the fruit of their labours,
either.  I don’t think there is much in the way of implied criticism for the specifics our guy now
is starting to daydream about.  It’s the stuff that he isn’t factoring in that is the problem.  And
maybe  that  should  be  a  challenge  to  us  in  our  attitudes,  if  we  are  in  or  approaching
retirement.  This might be the way the SAGA adverts pitch it, but is this all that retirement is
about, after all?

“‘And I will  say to my soul, “Soul,  you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’

(Luke 12:19)



You know what’s coming, I’m sure.  But stop and think, Why is this coming?  What is
it that merits Jesus’ word “fool!”?

“But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for
himself and is not rich toward God.”

(Luke 12:20-21)

Isn’t one of the key problems in this man’s  hopes?  All of his life, possibly, he has
been living for retirement.  He has been working hard, no doubt, looking forward to the day
when he will not have to work so hard.  And finally it appears to be within his reach.  He has
reached the

Final bend / finishing line

And the finishing straight is in sight.  His eyes are on that tape.  But not on what is
beyond.  And certainly not on anything eternal.  He is setting his hope for something that he
thinks is  achievable,  especially  now,  this year,  this moment.   But  his  hopes are  set  on
something that is ultimately insubstantial.  And by the end of the parable, it is not that just
that his hopes have vanished in

a puff of smoke 

which  would  be sad,  or  we  might  even say tragic.   But  it’s  worse  than that:  he
vanishes before the story is concluded.  Those goods he looked forward to enjoying might
have tickled his palate for years … if he had had them.  But they cannot do a thing to sustain
his soul.

And yet, when we return to our verse in Proverbs …

The hope of the righteous brings joy, but the expectation of the wicked will
perish.

(Proverbs 10:28)

… that’s not quite saying what we see with the Parable of the Rich Fool.  I don’t see
Jesus suggesting that that imaginary man has done anything wrong.   His hopes are not
really “the expectation of the wicked”.  What might those be, do you think?

Actually, it brings me back to another verse we looked at recently:

Treasures gained by wickedness do not profit, but righteousness delivers from
death.

(Proverbs 10:2)

And I don’t just want to repeat what we said those couple of weeks ago.  Instead, I’d
like  us  to  just  explore  a  bit  about  what  this  word  hope could  and  should  mean to  us.
Perhaps the best place to pick it up is in Proverbs … where, of course, we will see two sides
of the coin, with the

Two ways to live

Which is  wise,  would  you say,  and which is  foolish?  That’s the question that  is
forever before us in this bit of the Bible.  Not absolute promises, but which way



Cuts with the grain

of life, the way God has designed it, and which goes contrary to it, and into ultimate
futility … and worse?  Actually, you don’t get quite so much of this in Proverbs itself.  You
certainly get a few ironic comments, though:

Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool
than for him.

(Proverbs 26:12)
Do you see a man who is hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool

than for him.
(Proverbs 29:20)

But apart from the verse we started with, nothing much other than this one:

Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life.
(Proverbs 13:12)

And that could make for an interesting sermon again some time, if you stop and think
where the Bible speaks about “the tree of life”.  But we need to go back into Psalms to get a
bit more about what hope is like and what hope does.  True, really founded hope, that will
stand testing by the elements of life.

We’ve got one example of a false hope:

The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and by its great might it cannot
rescue.

(Psalms 33:17)

And we need to make sure we don’t think too literally now, when we read that.  There
aren’t many people who would rely on a war horse, when there are tanks and Kalashnikov
rifles.  But back then, when the psalm was written, it must have represented the pinnacle of
war machinery.  Even nowadays, one step up in riot control is to send in the 

Mounted police

But go back to some of those film epics you might have seen.  Jenny and I recently
watched the Lord of the Rings films on DVD.  Imagine standing your ground against one of
those

Horse charges

At one moment you see what looks like a fearsome array of defenders armed with a
wall of pikes … the long poles with the spiky bits on the end … but the charge of the cavalry
cuts them down like a red-hot knife through butter.  But no, says the psalm, that kind of stuff
doesn’t cut it when it comes to the most important issues of security in life.  Even a standing
army like that can’t protect you from some things.

What’s the equivalent nowadays?  What would make you feel totally secure?

Money in the bank
Private health insurance
Gated community 

But here’s what Scripture says: none of these is ultimate security.



The war horse is a false hope for salvation, and by its great might it cannot
rescue.

(Psalms 33:17)

What  can  anything  like  that  do  against  the  summons  given  to  the  Rich  Fool?
Anything you have will just be left to someone else, or taxed by the government.

But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’

(Luke 12:20)

No, what we need is a hope that is something seriously different, with roots outside
the world system.  Something that we’re given hints of - and more than hints of - in the NT

We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters
into the inner place behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our
behalf, ...

(Hebrews 6:19-20)

And that’s the hope that sparkles a trail all the way through the Psalms.  Let me put
just a few of them on screen for you.  There are statements concerning hope.  There are
personal  expressions  of  hope.   There  are  specific  incitements  to  hope.   And  there  are
prayers based upon hope.

Statements concerning hope:

Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who hope in
his steadfast love, ...

(Psalms 33:18)
Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his

God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith
forever;

(Psalms 146:5-6)
... the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope in his

steadfast love.
(Psalms 147:11)

Personal expressions of hope:

For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O LORD, from my youth.
(Psalms 71:5)

But I will hope continually and will praise you yet more and more.
(Psalms 71:14)

My soul longs for your salvation; I hope in your word.
(Psalms 119:81)

You are my hiding place and my shield; I hope in your word.
(Psalms 119:114)

I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope;
(Psalms 130:5)

Specific incitements to hope:

Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation and my God.



(Psalms 42:11)
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with

him is plentiful redemption.
(Psalms 130:7)

O Israel, hope in the LORD from this time forth and forevermore.
(Psalms 131:3)

Prayers based upon hope:

Let your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you.
(Psalms 33:22)

And take not the word of truth utterly out of my mouth, for my hope is in your
rules.

(Psalms 119:43)
Remember your word to your servant, in which you have made me hope.

(Psalms 119:49)

And just as you’d expect, as we move into the NT, that word “hope” sharpens its
focus.  Still hoping “in God”, but that becomes more and more “in God, as revealed in the life
and the person of Jesus Christ, and what he has done”.

There’s still that same distinction that we see in the OT, a hope that is well-founded,
or a hope that isn’t, a hope that is

Built on the rock or built on the sand

What will last?  What will be secure for ever?

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with
everything to enjoy.

(1Timothy 6:17)

It’s still totally connected with the stuff that we see in the OT.  We’re not told to hope
in a different God.

And many followed [Jesus], and he healed them all … This was to fulfill what
was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “… and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”

(Matthew 12:15,17,21)

Paul, on trial on various occasions, defends himself by saying that this is not any
new hope,  but  the  same  old  glorious  hope  made  even  more  wonderful,  just  far  more
specifically defined and delineated in Jesus:

“And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in the promise made by
God to our fathers, …”

(Acts 26:6)

“For this reason, therefore, I have asked to see you and speak with you, since
it is because of the hope of Israel that I am wearing this chain.”

(Acts 28:20)

All of that OT stuff, we’re told nowadays, is for us to read and learn from.  The God
that proved himself faithful to his promises down through the centuries of OT history … that’s
the one we are dealing with.  So our hope is not wishful thinking, but a connection with that



eternal dependability.

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that
through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope.

(Romans 15:4)

If I were ask you how someone can be saved, you’d quite possibly come back at me
with one of those little nuggets that sum things up so well:

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved ...”
(Acts 16:31)

But in some ways “hope” is almost the same thing.  Maybe it’s just a more future-
oriented way of looking at faith, I’m wondering.  Look at how the Bible also expresses it.
Paul could have written, “we who put faith in Christ”, but he doesn’t!

In [Christ] we have obtained an inheritance, ... so that we who were the first to
hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.

(Ephesians 1:11-12)

And hope in Christ opens the doorway to hope more generally.  Hope - or hopes of
all sorts -  is part of the deal of being a disciple of Jesus:

There is one body and one Spirit — just as you were called to the one hope
that belongs to your call — ...

(Ephesians 4:4)

What sort of hopes do I mean?

… the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory.

(Colossians 1:27)
For  through the Spirit,  by  faith,  we ourselves eagerly  wait  for  the hope of

righteousness.
(Galatians 5:5)

.... so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.

(Titus 3:7)
… waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God

and Saviour Jesus Christ, ...
(Titus 2:13)

Folks, I could go on filing the screen over and over with verses from the Bible about
hope, and, more specifically, hope in Jesus Christ.  I think … I hope … that just the relatively
few that I’ve reminded you of this morning will be enough to start to prove that verse from
Proverbs:

The hope of the righteous brings joy, but the expectation of the wicked will
perish.

(Proverbs 10:28)

If you have believed in Jesus Christ, and he has therefore made you righteous, these
things are your hope, your birthright, promises given to you … which will, if we fill our minds
with them, move us towards a deep and profound joy.



Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him,
you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

(1 Peter 1:8-9)

But  let  me  end  with  some  words  of  challenge  for  you,  as  well  as  a  couple  of
Scripture’s benedictions, circling around this hope stuff.  I’ll just pause between each.

Let  us  hold fast  the confession of  our  hope without  wavering,  for  he  who
promised is faithful.

(Hebrews 10:23)

Therefore, preparing your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your
hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ…

(1 Peter 1:13)

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

(Romans 15:13)

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and
gave us  eternal  comfort  and  good  hope through  grace,  comfort  your  hearts  and
establish them in every good work and word.

(2 Thessalonians 2:16-17)

And as we come to break bread together, remember, call to mind, and treasure …

... that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers,
not  with perishable things such as silver  or  gold,  but  with the precious blood of
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

(1 Peter 1:18-19)
He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest

in the last times for the sake of you who through him are believers in God, who raised
him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

(1 Peter 1:20-21)


